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THE MINERAL VEIN 
Official Newsletter of  

THE MINERAL SOCIETY OF MANITOBA 

SEPTEMBER 2018 

STEEP ROCK TRIP SUMMARY 
By Jack Bauer 

This trip was organized as a complimentary trip to 

the Winnipegosis trip that has been rescheduled 

for next year, to be led by Kathryn Lapenskie. 

This trip started on a Friday and we met up at the 

Steep Rock Beach and campground. We were 

lucky to have met up with Jane Price, as she 

helped us provide extra space for our members, 

local information and a central meeting location. 

Her help was greatly appreciated. 

Our intention was to explore the Elm Point 

Formation/area, composed primarily of 

fossiliferous, mottled high-calcium Limestone, is 

the lower portion of the dolomitic Winnipegosis 

Formation and located on the Eastern shoreline of 

the North East arm of Lake Manitoba. Most of the 

preliminary work involved acquiring the legal 

descriptions of the Quarries/pits and then getting 

permission from the Quarry lease holders.  

 Steep rock field trip summary    (Continued on page 4) 

The Graymont/Faulkner Quarry was not accessible. 

The old Steep Rock Quarry has been turned over to the 

RM of Grahamdale and is open to the public. However, 

it is still flooded. There is also an older Quarry, just 

north of this flooded quarry. 

Spear Hill Quarry, just East of Moosehorn was also on 

our list to explore. This old quarry contained outlayers 

of the Elm point Formation and it was these outcrops 

that we wanted to explore. In some areas of the pit, 

the Silurian Group was exposed. From my experience, 

the Silurian contact in the area, is marked by an or-

ange/red color and did not contain any collectable fos-

sils or minerals.  

Dog Tooth Calcite specimen by Dagan Moss, Spear Hill Quarry 

Our September guest speakers are 

Cornell Rock and Jack Bauer 

Our subject, will be on Garnets; Cornell will provide the 

details and facts about; "the uses of", Value of garnets, 

they are on the top 10 list of most  valuable minerals 

(from a collector's point of view), garnets as indicator min-

erals, make up, how and where they grow. Jack Bauer will 

provide specimens for viewing, from his personal collec-

tion and some basic information about their collecting his-

tory.   

Come out and learn about Garnets! 

Hessonite Garnet on matrix 
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The 2017-2018 Executive: 
President  
  Carrie Carino, ph. 204-293-1715 
Vice President  
  Danial McKay ph. 204-510-2443 
Secretary:  
  Iris Moehring, ph. 204-669-0963 
Membership / Treasurer:  
  Michael Dickman, ph. 204-231-9544 
Field Trip: 
  Jack Bauer, ph 204-632-6934 
Newsletter Editor: 
  Jacques Bourgeois, ph. 204-467-3282 
Website: 
  Josh Myers, ph. 204-330-0076 
Members at Large:  
  Jack Bauer, ph. 204-632-6934 

  Chris Lammers, ph. 204-488-0087 

  Yvonne Searle, ph. 204-663 6637  

  Michael Way, ph. 204-232-1437 

School Programs 
  Josh Myers, ph. 204-330-0076 

The Mineral Vein is published monthly from 
September to June.  

Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of 
each month from September to May inclusive at 
the Manitoba Museum in room P47 on the  
Planetarium level. They begin at 7:30 PM and 
feature announcements, an invited speaker and 
a raffle. Members are encouraged to bring along 
any new, interesting specimens, or specimens 
appropriate to the speaker’s topic.  

Field Trips take place from May to September to 
interesting sites in Manitoba or neighbouring 
provinces and states.  

Membership: A single membership is $15 while 

a family membership is $20. Memberships run 

from October to October. 

Founded in 1971, the Mineral Society of Manitoba is  

dedicated to promoting the study of minerals, rocks 

and fossils for their scientific and recreational value.  

The Mineral Society of Manitoba hosts monthly 

meetings covering a variety of mineral related topics.  

In addition, the Mineral Society organizes summer field 

trips to collecting localities, and hosts educational 

exhibits about minerals and fossils. 

Table of Contents 

PAGE 1 

PAGE 4 

PAGE 2 

PAGE 3 

STEEPROCK TRIP SUMMARY  

(Steep Rock field trip summary cont.)  

UPCOMING EVENTS  

 VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

SEPTEMBER 5, 2018: MSM regular monthly meeting 
begins at 7:30 p.m. at the Manitoba Museum.  Our 
guest speaker this month will be Cornell Rock and Jack 
Bauer speaking about garnets from a collecting 
perspective. If you have any interesting or rare garnet 
specimens, please bring them 

SEPTEMBER 8-9, 2018: the Archeology, Rocks and 
Minerals Weekend event to take place at Oak 
Hammock Marsh Interpretive Centre  

OCTOBER 3, 2018: MSM regular monthly meeting 
begins at 7:30 p.m. at the Manitoba Museum. This 
meeting will be the MSM election night for the 
executive positions. Also, Show and tell, bring your 
interesting specimens. Jack Bauer will also give a 
demonstration/cleaning station about preparing 
Selenites for display, with minimal loss. 

NOVEMBER 7, 2018: MSM regular monthly meeting 
begins at 7:30 p.m.  Speaker will be announced shortly. 

December 02, 2018: MSM Christmas party and holiday  
auction will be held at Canad Inns, Polo Park at 430pm. 

http://mineralsocietyofmanitoba.weebly.com/
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Volunteer opportunities 
 
The Archeology, Rocks and Minerals Weekend 
event at: Hammock Marsh Interpretive Centre 
Saturday September 8  and Sunday September 9 
from 10:00 am  to  4:30 pm. 

Be dazzled by the beauty of minerals and fossils 
from around the world! Visit the many displays, 
participate in our Rock and Mineral silent 
auctions, watch a live demonstration of flint 
knapping and try your hands at gold panning or a 
fossil dig. Bring your rock and mineral specimens 
for identification by experts. 

Interactive booths and displays provided by: 

Manitoba Geological Survey 

Manitoba Archaeological Society 

Quarry Park 

Canadian Fossil Discovery Centre 

Speleological Society of Manitoba 
 
Rock and Mineral Silent Auction at 1 and 3 pm 
Horse-drawn wagon rides on Saturday and 
Sunday from 12:30 to 3:30 pm. for $6 per person. 
($3 for members of Oak Hammock) 
 

October MSM Meeting 

This meeting is election night, this is another 
opportunity to get involved and learn some new 
skills. The MSM will hold a vote for a couple of 
positions on the executive committee and 
nominations, from the floor are welcome.  Do you 
have organizing skills? Do you like to network? Are 
you good at using Microsoft publisher? Then a 
position on the MSM executive is for you. We are 
always looking for enthusiastic mineral collectors 
who enjoy planning field trips, creating the 
newsletter and love sharing their knowledge of 
minerals with the community and getting others 
interested in Mineralogy. 

The elections will take place at 730  followed by a 
Selenite cleaning demonstration, bring your Selenites 
to learn how to clean and store them properly. Don’t 
forget to bring your minerals for show and tell.  

Refreshments will be served. 

The Mineral Society will have an interactive display 
for the Archeology, Rocks and Minerals weekend for 
both Saturday and Sunday. The fluorescent display 
will be set-up, some table specimens will also be on 
display and we will have minerals to hand out to in-
terested children. If you enjoy talking to people 
about Minerals, fossils and sharing the knowledge 
with our community and especially the children. 
Then this is a great event for you. 

If you would like to volunteer out at Oak Hammock 
for the weekend of Sept 8-9, please let Jack Bauer 
know at jebauer@mts.net 

Children gold panning at Oak Hammock 

MSM Fluorescence display 

Stop by Oak Hammock to check out the new and exciting 

mineral  specimens that have been added to the display, 

Courteous of Jack Bauer. 

GUEST SPEAKERS WELCOME! 

Do you or someone that you know have an interest-
ing Earth Sciences subject?, and would like to pre-
sent? Please contact our executive to make arrange-
ments and discuss subject matter. All of our guest 
speakers, receive a one year complimentary       
membership. 



 4 

 

Any fossils that were found were very weathered. 

In one of the Elm Point outlayer outcrops that we 

explored, we found white dogtooth calcite crys-

tals. The crystal sizes varied from ¼” to ¾”, being 

 We headed to the quarry in Grahamdale, which 

was flooded and was used as a local swimming 

hole in the area. Some of the members took 

advantage of the clear blue/green water to cool 

off. Others explored the Silurian outcrop for 

potential fossils, with no luck. (Photo below) 

Also noted in the rubble piles of the Spearhill 

Quarry, was a green (slag/glass?), that could have 

easily be mistaken for Jade, which may have come 

from the Kiln that was in the area and has now been 

torn down. 

Dog Tooth Calcite, Spearhill Quarry Manitoba 

Steep Rock Field Trip (cont.) from page 1 

Derek and Danial cutting a calcite boulder, above-

continued to explore the oldest pit in the area and 

found some “Ancient Sea bed” specimens. Some 

members went swimming at the beach, while oth-

ers enjoyed a nice sunset on the Steep Rock cliffs. 

This has been a good preliminary trip to explore the 

area and prepare for future trips, planned for, in the 

area. 

The weather was sunny and hot, with only light 

breezes. The bugs were not an issue on Saturday, 

because of the extreme heat, which was in the high 

30’s. There was also very little shade in the quarry, 

so after about 3 hours, most of us were (baked) 

played out and looking for a cooler environment. 

MSM members at the local swimming hole 

Degan Moss with  Dog Tooth calcite vug in boulder 


