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AMETHYST ON DISPLAY 
The 1000 pound amethyst specimen from the 
Thunder Bay area that the Mineral Society 
purchased last year and donated to the 
Manitoba Museum is now on display in the 
museum foyer. This enormous specimen was the 
largest ever recovered from the Blue Point mine 
and was placed in a protective case. Eventually it 
will be the centrepiece of a new mineral exhibit 
at the entrance to the Earth Sciences gallery. 

 
Amethyst display at Manitoba Museum.  

Photo courtesy of Graham Young. 

 

  

FIELD TRIP 
UPDATE 

The early summer of 
2011 will go down in 
history as one of the 
wettest ever in western 

Manitoba and was followed by one of the 
hottest July and August periods on record. This 
combination has made it very difficult for your 
field trip committee to organise any suitable 
trips so far this year. Some of our favourite old 
standbys such as the Souris agate pits and old 
limestone quarries in the Interlake region were 
flooded for much of the summer. The hot 
weather that followed made it difficult to plan 
trips to other sites where hiking in was required. 
Members of the executive did undertake 
scouting trips and had some success in locating 
an interesting and fairly accessible garnet-
epidote collecting site near Falcon Lake. A field 
trip to this site is now planned for September 
17th. Details will follow in a separate mailing. 
We hope to have trips to Souris and the San Gold 
mine in the following weeks. 

 
Garnet-Epidote crystals from Falcon Lake 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
September 7th MSM Meeting: The Mineral 
Society’s first meeting of the Fall-Winter session 
will be held Wednesday, September 7th at the 
Manitoba Museum at our usual time of 7:30 PM. 
Come out and catch up with your fellow 
rockhounds and see what they’ve been up to 
this summer. Our speaker for this meeting will 
be Cindy Hasler who will tell us all about 

“Photographing Minerals”.  Cindy will be 

giving a slideshow to illustrate some techniques 
involved and bringing along her camera and 
lighting setup so if you have a cool specimen 
you’d like photographed bring it to the meeting. 

     

   
Millerite photo by Cindy Hasler 

THE MINERAL SOCIETY OF MANITOBA 
C/o The Manitoba Museum  
190 Rupert Avenue  
Winnipeg, MB, R3B 0N2  
 
http://www.umanitoba.ca/geoscience/
mineralsociety/index.htm 
 
The 2010-2011 Executive: 
 
President 
   John Biczok,  ph. 889-7976 
Vice President 
   Jasmin Dhaliwal 
Secretary:   
   Marion Foster,  ph. 775-0625 
Membership / Treasurer: 
   Jack Bauer,  ph. 632-6934 
Field Trip Chairman 
   Ken Fumerton,  ph. 222-3416 
Newsletter Editor 
   John Biczok,  ph. 889-7976 
Members at Large 
   Wendy Anthony 
   Scott Jonatanson 

 
The Mineral Vein is published monthly from 
September to June. 
 
Meetings are held on the first Wednesday 
of each month from September to May 
inclusive at the Manitoba Museum in room 
P47 on the Planetarium level.  They begin at 
7:30 PM and feature announcements, an 
invited speaker and a raffle.  Members are 
encouraged to bring along any new, 
interesting specimens or specimens 
appropriate to the speaker’s topic.   
 
Field Trips take place from May to 
September to interesting sites in Manitoba 
plus neighbouring provinces and states. 

 
Membership: A single membership is $15 
while a family membership is $20. 
Memberships run from October to October 
and the annual dues are payable each 
October. 

 

 

http://www.umanitoba.ca/geoscience/mineralsociety/index.htm
http://www.umanitoba.ca/geoscience/mineralsociety/index.htm
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MEET THE COLLECTOR: 
Anne Young Thomson 

 
Long-time MSM member Anne Young Thomson 
(née Romanow) is well known to many of the 
members of the club, especially those with an 
interest in lapidary arts. Anne and her late 
brother, Boris Romanow, operated Avenue 
Lapidary on Portage avenue for some 30 years, 
supplying many local rockhounds with cutting 
material, equipment and specimens. 

 
Anne Young Thomson with one of her display cases. 

 
Anne was born in Saskatchewan but came to 
Winnipeg at a young age. She was married to 
Bert Young who worked for Northern Telecom 
(later Nortel) and kept busy raising their two 
children and pursuing her artistic interests 
including painting, gardening and photography. 
Anyone who ever visited Anne’s home just north 
of the Winnipeg Perimeter in the community of 
Rivercrest, will attest to her prowess as a 
gardener, the product of her skill and 5-6 hours a 
day of dedicated work! Her fine oil and pastel 
paintings, predominantly landscapes, adorn the 
wall of her home and include a variety of styles. 
Anne’s interest and exposure to minerals and 
fossils came when she attended small show at 
the Norquay building and was immediately 
hooked. She and Bert took their young family on 
many collecting trips, following roadside 
guidebooks such as “The Gem Trails of Oregon”. 
They would plan ahead and contact local clubs 
along the way to get to know local collectors and 
learn about the best spots. They would also read 

 
Painting of a California gold rush scene by Anne 
Young Thomson. 

 
up on the old mine sites in Manitoba and 
collected at many of them. Anne’s collection still 
includes some of the treasures from these trips 
including several “thunder eggs” from Oregon 
which she cut and polished herself. She also has 
quite a few pieces from the lead-zinc mines of 
the Tri-state area in the U.S., and a suite of 
quartz crystals including a fine rose quartz 
crystal cluster from Brazil and unusually clear 
crystals from the Idarado Mine in Colorado. 
 

 
Galena specimen from Joplin, Missouri, approx. 8” 
high. 
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Beautiful rose quartz crystal cluster from Brazil. 

 
Running the largest lapidary shop in town of 
course gave Anne exposure to local discoveries. 
She vividly remembers the time when a man 
working on the excavation of the Winnipeg 
floodway brought in the first selenite crystals 
from what would become a world-famous 
discovery. She also gave back to the local 
community by speaking to school groups on 
fossil, mineral and lapidary topics. Unlike many 
of us, she was very well organised in this activity 
as attested to by her travelling fossil display (see 
below). 

 
Well organised display of local fossils (with one 
exception) used in talks to school groups by Anne 
Young Thomson. 
 
Visiting with Anne one is struck by how much she 
enjoyed collecting minerals and how it became a big 
part of her lifestyle and her family outings. It was a 
real pleasure to see her beautiful displays and share 
her fond memories of our favourite hobby. 

 

SPEAKERS NEEDED! 
Coming up with interesting speakers for each 
meeting of the MSM is a continuing challenge 
for members of the executive so this is a plea to 
each and every member of the MSM for your 
help! It may be that you know about interesting 
people with expertise in a branch of the earth 
sciences who are living in Winnipeg or coming to 
town soon and would make a great speaker for 
our meeting. If so, please let your executive 
know. A frustrating number of our scheduled 
speakers back out at the last minute or seem to 
be unreachable for months after they initially 
agree to give us a talk on a certain date, so we 
are always on the lookout for replacements. We 
typically have a few local speakers scheduled 
throughout the year who would gladly postpone 
their presentation until they are needed later in 
lieu of an expert passing through. 
 We also need to know what you would 
like to learn about. Are you pleased with the 
scientific level of the talks we’ve been having? 
Do we need to have more basic educational talks 
on geology and mineralogy? If you have any 
thoughts on what you’d like to see, please let 
any member of your executive know. 
 

NEW HOME FOR THE SEAMAN 
MUSEUM 

 

One of the world’s great mineral collections now 

has a new home. The Seaman Museum at 

Michigan tech university in Houghton, Michigan 

has moved from its old, hard to find quarters on 

campus into a brand new building build in the 

heart of this historic copper mining district, in 

fact the parking lot sits over top of an old mine 

shaft. Two of the galleries are now open, "The 

Beauty of Minerals" and the copper country 

gallery, and the remaining 12 galleries will begin 

opening up by October.  
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The new Seaman Mineral Museum – visible and 

accessible. 

 

 

 The museum was founded in 1902 and soon 

became home to many of the most spectacular 

native copper, silver and calcite crystals from the 

local mines. To call many of these pieces “world-

class” would be an understatement, they are 

absolutely breath-taking. The Seaman now 

houses 25,000 specimens and seems to have a 

steady stream of major donated collections 

coming in. Even though the Seaman serves as the 

official collection of the state of Michigan, the 

new building was funded in large part by 

donations from the collector community and they 

are to be commended for their very generous 

support of this historic museum and its incredible 

collection. 

 

 


