
Page1 of 5  MSM 

 
   

February 2008  
 

The Mineral Society of Manitoba 
c/o The Manitoba Museum  
190 Rupert Avenue  
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2007– 08 EXECUTIVE 
 
President:  Jack Bauer   

Ph 204 632 6934 
Vice President:  Marion Foster 

Ph 204 775 0625 
Secretary:  Sherri Henes 

Ph  204 275 7883 
Treasurer:  Evelyn Bauer 

Ph 204 632 6934 
Field Trip Chairman:  
  Gary Henes  

Ph  204 275 7883 
Email: sherriann8@yahoo.ca 
Newsletter Editors:  Marion 
Foster & Marjorie Turton 

Ph 204 775 0625 
1199 Valour Rd., R3E 2W6 
Email:  2mandm@mts.net 
Past President   Jack Bauer   

Ph 204 632 6934 
Members at Large: 
Tony Smith 

Ph 204 489 23081 
Chris Lammers 

204 488 0087 
Yvonne Searle 

204 663 6637 
George Green 204 489 8495 

Object and purpose of the Mineral Society of Manitoba:   
 
“The object and purpose of Society shall be to establish and 
to conduct a non-profit, educational organization to promote, 
to enjoy, and to develop the study and practices of the various 
phases of mineralogy and related earth sciences.” 
 
The above is an excerpt of our constitution.  Constitutions tend to be dry 
reading but they always contain interesting bits of information.  Copies 
of the constitution will be available for picking up at our next meeting. 
 
CLUB MEETINGS 
 
March 5, 2008:  Speaker Sharon Hull, topic: turquoise-sourcing 
techniques.  She will also bring along slides of Arizona. 
 
April 2, 2008:  Speaker Dr Graham Young, topic: fossil record of 
jellyfish: do they exist in Manitoba? 
 
May 7, 2008:  Speaker Dr Jim Teller with topic “Lake Agassiz”. 
 
September 3   Speaker Lori Stewart with topic her research done on 
Gillies quarry.  Lori was a past recipient of a MSM bursary. 
 
 
CLUB NEWS   
 
The January Meeting By Jack Baurt 
It was decided at our last meeting, to have a Spring BBQ with Winnipeg  
Rock and Mineral  members, week night end of May. (Date & time to 
be determined).   I would like everyone to view this as an opportunity to 
find more common ground. Hopefully we can spark some dialog that 
will bring our hopes and goals to a more unified path.  
 
Here are some options for your approval, depending on how much we 
want to spend and how many members attend.  
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Dues are $15/year  ($20 for 
families) and are payable at the 
October meeting or by mail during 
October. 
 
Meetings are held on the first 
Wednesday of each month from 
September to May inclusive at the 
Manitoba Museum in room P47 on 
the Planetarium level.  They begin 
at 7:30 PM and feature 
announcements, an invited speaker 
and a draw.   
 
Members are encouraged to  
bring along any new, interesting 
specimens or specimens 
appropriate to the speaker’s topic. 
 
Field trips take place from May to 
September to interesting sites 
in Manitoba, neighboring 
provinces and states 

CLUB NEWS  (cont.)       

A. Option. 
Pig Roast and pot luck, BYOB 
& lawn chairs, our back yard:. 
approx. cost $200.00 to 
$300.00, capacity approx. 45.  
The weather may be a factor? 
Parking is available on my 
street. Will need help with 
clean up. 
 
B. option  
 BBQ hamburgers and hot 
dogs/ pot luck, at Kildonan 
Park on Main.  We can book a 
shelter that can protect us from 
potential spring rains.  Our 
capacity will increase. 
Everything will need a truck 
(for the BBQ) to be hauled to 
and from the park.  Cost factor 
will be less than option A.  
Will need help with set up and 
take down. 
 
C. option  
BBQ hamburgers (or whatever) 
and pot luck, at North Woods 

Community center, on Burrows Avenue.  They have a multi purpose 
room with a capacity of 85 people.  We can BBQ out side and stay 
outside if it is nice.  The weather here will not be much of a factor here.  
Will need more details if we choose this option.  I have used these 
facilities before and they are quite reasonable and flexible. Lots of 
parking! 
 
What I need to know in order to organize a successful event is; an 
approximate head count, some idea of your tastes and health concerns, 
allergies etc.  What can you contribute?  Do you have any better 
options  worth consideration?   
 
RSVP, ASAP, Jack Bauer 229-2904 or at our next meeting on a piece 
of paper with, # of people, children if any, option A,B.C,D, your 
suggestion if any and your contribution for pot luck or BBQ skills, help 
with clean up.  And of course your name & Phone #.   
 
More info to follow in our next newsletter. 
 
 
Treasury Report. 
As of Dec. 31, 2007 
Previous balance   $4,784.06 
Income from all sources  $1,165.13 
Expenses from all sources  $  874.91 
Balance  December 31  $5,074.90 
 
We also have commitments to award scholarships 
We are on a activity to obtain museum quality minerals for the 
Manitoba Museum 

We had a good turn out for the members night.  Yvonne , Bill, and 
George discuss some of the show and tell articles brought. 

 

Here Russ shows off a Mammoth tooth he purchased lately.  It is 
originally from China  The Mammoth was female and about 45 years 
old.   The fossil is 30-50K ya.  Nice trophy Russ. 
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Russ brought not only this prize tooth; he also 
brought some mineral crystals to show off. 

 

Some people brought articles for sale.  Here are 
some of the inexpensive items Ken brought for sale. 

 

Some were casts and some were the real thing.  

Our sometime auctioneer, Tony Smith, brought 
some of his collection.  He is presently attempting 
to reduce the size of his collection by selling some 
items. 

 

The people (Mike & Mike) with their backs to the 
camera are from the Rock and Mineral Club.. 

 

The club began to discuss the possibility of a 
merger.  Out 2 clubs appear to have divergent 
mandates.  There was agreement that our field trips 
could be combined.  There was not unanimous 
agreement for a merger and members are 
encouraged to become members of both clubs. 

Here is our president Jack Bauer on the hot seat. 

 

 

Winners of the mineral draw were: 

Chris won 3 times, Susan, Marjorie,Jack, George, 
and Mike (from Rock and Mineral Club) won twice. 

Yvonne brought a set of glue cards to show to the 
membership.  This is our main means of obtaining 
funds.  These mineral or fossil glue cards are 
offered to children under our educational program.  
We buy the fossils and minerals and sell the cards to 
either STEM, or the public.  February 23 & 24 we 
were in Morden selling glue cards and helping them 
to celebrate their Rock & Fossil Festival.  
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We also normally sell the glue cards during Mining 
Week (May 21,22,23,24 this year). 

The minerals are not always nice small pieces that 
can be put on a glue card.  They need to be broken 
into smaller pieces.  Some (not all) fossils can be 
gathered in field trips – brachiopods and corals. 

We will be holding a work party in April.  More 
info will be sent out later. 

Our club now has a Museum Committee  who will 
work in assisting a collection of museum quality 
minerals for our museum.  The people who offered 
to stand are John Biczok, Tony Smith, and Russ 
Epp.  We are looking for one more member to 
complete the committee. Marion Foster has 
volunteered to be the forth member. 

The Mineral Society of Manitoba hopes to 
contribute to the establishment of a collection of 
Manitoba minerals in the Manitoba Museum. 

 

We have 2 new members.  Welcome  to all our 
new members 

OUT AND ABOUT         : 
 
The University of Manitoba’s Wallace Building, 
125 Dysart Road, Fort Gary Campus.: 
(open to the public during weekdays 8:30 – 4:00)  
 

1. The Cretaceous Display   This site is worth 
viewing 
http://umanitoba.ca/geoscience/cretaceousm
enagerie 

The Cretaceous Display   Located in the 
University of Manitoba’s Wallace Building, 125 
Dysart Road, Fort Gary Campus, Winnipeg.  

 Specimens in the "bone bed" display were kindly 
provided by the Canadian Fossil Discovery Centre, 
Morden, Manitoba.   

Development of this website was supported by the 
University of Manitoba, the Clayton H. Riddell 
Faculty of Environment, Earth, and Resources, and 
the Department of Geological Sciences.  

Photographs of the menagerie and Wallace Building 
were taken by Bob Talbot (Media Production 
Group, University of Manitoba). The opening 
ceremony of the menagerie was photographed by 
Paula Horeczy (Media Production Group, 
University of Manitoba). 

Bob Elias (Department of Geological Sciences, 
University of Manitoba) is responsible for the 
contents of this website.   

2. Robert B. Ferguson Museum of 
Mineralogy  

in Geological Sciences in the Clayton H. Riddell 
Faculty of Environment, Earth, and Resources.  
15% of the university’s specimens are exhibited in 
the hallway of the Wallace building. It is the largest 
non-private mineral collection in all of central 
Canada. The minerals are displayed in new viewer 
friendly display cases 

The museum started in 1918 as a collection of about 
1,100 specimens of rocks and minerals from around 
the world donated by Joseph Winthrop Spencer, a 
prominent Canadian geologist. The museum was 
formally established in 1971, and about 20 years 
later renamed in honour of Professor Emeritus 
Robert B. (“Bob”) Ferguson. 

Today, from Sudbury to Edmonton, central 
Canada’s largest collection is available to students, 
researchers and the public and includes more than 
7,500 specimens representing about 1,000 mineral 
species. 

Recently Cindy and Greg Hessler donated a large 
number of their private mineral collection to the 
U. of M. “The celestite is a spectacular sample,” 
says museum curator Dr. Anton 
Chakhmouradian. “This present Hasler donation 
excels all their previous gifts in terms of number 
and quality of specimens.  

Manitoba museum 
 
http://www.manitobamuseum.ca 

1. Ice Age Mammals 
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Ice Age Mammals follows the story of two 
paleontologists from the Canadian Museum of 
Nature, as they research ice age mammals in 
Canada's High Arctic. 

The exhibit features dozens of real fossils, 
touchable casts and specimens, along with really 
cool interactives. Dramatic murals by Yukon-based 
palaeoartist George "Rinaldino" Teichmann round 
out the experience. Learn more about ice-age 
mammals, climate change, extinction and human 
impact on climate and species. 

2. New Meteorite Exhibit In The Science 
Gallery! 

 Don’t miss Space Rocks! in the Science Gallery. 
This meteorite display lets you touch a real 
meteorite while you learn the difference between 
meteorites and “meteor-wrongs” 

3. Breaking another Record 

Horseshoe crab fossils have never before been 
discovered in Manitoba, but Dr. Young and his 
research team found them at two different sites: 
near Churchill and in the Grand Rapids Uplands. 
The fossils bear a striking resemblance to the 
modern-day horseshoe crab, which makes them 
extremely important, Young says. 

Canadian Fossil Discovery Centre, Morden, 
Manitoba 

1. Rock & Fossil Festival, Feb 22 & 23, 2008 
           http://www.discoverfossils.com 
 
The Canadian Fossil Discovery Centre houses the 
largest collection of marine vertebrates in Canada. 
'Bruce', Hainosaurus  pembinensis, (picture on the 
right) is at the Canadian Fossil Discovery Centre at 
Mordon, Manitoba. 
 
 
As you know, the MSM and WRMC are trying to 
work a little more closely together. The Winnipeg 
Rock and Mineral Club’s next meeting date is 
March 13 at 7:00 pm at Lions Place, 610 Portage 
Ave. 
  
 
 

 
 
This is one of the most recent replicas made for the 
museum.  This is also the largest mosasaur in 
Canada.  It was found right in the Pembina Hills. 
The Canadian Fossil Discovery Centre is located in 
the Morden Recreation Centre and is continuously 
expanding to house the newest discoveries from the 
Pembina Hills. 
 

 
 
The Pembina Hills, during the late cretaceous 
period. 
 
The above attractions may seem like advertisement 
for Manitoba’s science museums.  But too often we 
forget what is at our own doorstep.  These are 
places well worth our volunteering efforts, 
contributing specimens towards, and especially 
visiting.   
 
 
Hardness is a useful aid for identifying a mineral  
The hardness of a mineral is its resistance to being 
scratched. In the field one can use the following 
items in a hardness test.  What is the relative 
hardness of the following? 
 
Quartz, glass, knife blade, cones, and thumb nail 


